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1 . IN ABSENCE OF GROOTHAERT, WHO IS IN CAIRO WITH MISSION HEADED 
BY CROWN PRINCE ALBERT, EMBASSY ECONOMIC COUNSELOR DISCUSSED 
RENEWAL OF MFA WITH DEHENNIN, DEPUTY TO DIRECTOR OF THE ECONOMIC 
SECTION OF THE BELGIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ALONG LINES 
REFTEL. SHE ALSO LEFT PAPER WITH HIM GIVING DEPARTMENT'S POINTS 
BEARING ON RENEWAL OF AGREEMENT. DEHENNIN, FORMERLY IN CHARGE OF 
TRADE MATTERS IN THE MINISTRY, WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE MFA AND WITH 
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THE CURRENT SITUATION. HE SAID THE U.S. DEMARCHE WAS TIMELY SINCE 
BELGIAN GOVERNMENT INTERMINISTERIAL MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR 
MARCH 3, AND U.S. APPROACH IS APPRECIATED BY THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

2. ACCORDING TO DEHENNIN, BELGIAN POSITION IS NOT YET FIXED. 

BELGIAN INDUSTRY POSITION IS ALIGNED WITH THE FRENCH. INDUSTRY 
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WANTS GLOBALIZATION AND SLOWER GROWTH RATE FOR TEXTILE IMPORTS 
FROM THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE, NOW 
HEADED BY KNOOPS, AN IMPORTANT POLITICAL FIGURE IN BELGIUM, ALSO 
FAVORS FRENCH POSITION, AS DOES MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. THE 
BELGIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HOWEVER, IS INCLINED TO FAVOR 
THE U.S. POSITION, IN PART REFLECTING THE BELGIAN POSITION ON NORTH- 
SOUTH ISSUES. THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT WISHES TO APPEAR FORTHCOMING 
ON ECONOMIC MATTERS AFFECTING THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. DEHENNIN 
SAID THAT THE BELGIAN INTERMINISTERIAL MEETING THIS WEEK IS BEING 
PREPARED FOR THE EC COUNCIL MEETING NEXT WEEK. THE BELGIAN POSITION 
WILL BE STRONGLY DEBATED BEFORE IT IS FINALIZED, GIVEN THE CONFLICTING 

VIEWS WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT AND STRONG PRESSURE FROM BELGIUM'S STAG- 
GERING TEXTILE INDUSTRY. DEHENNIN WILL INFORM THE EMBASSY OF THE 
OUTCOME OF THE MARCH 3 DISCUSSION. 

3. DEHENNIN SAID HE THOUGHT THE GERMAN POSITION WAS TOO VAGUELY 
DEFINED AT THIS POINT TO ATTRACT SUPPORT FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTS. HE 
WAS ALSO CONCERNED THAT THE DUTCH POSITION, WHICH HE SAID HAD EARLIER 
BEEN CLOSE TO THE U.S. POSITION, APPEARED TO BE VEERING OFF TOWARD TH 
E 

FRENCH POSITION. THE MAIN PRESSURES IN THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT WERE 
THE OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH LDC ISSUES, NOTABLY PRONK, BUT 
THERE WAS STRONG OPPOSITION FROM THE DUTCH INDUSTRY AND OTHER PARTS 
OF THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT, SIMILAR TO THE SITUATION IN BELGIUM. DEHENN 
IN 

INDICATED THAT THE BENELUX COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING THIS ISSUE 
AMONG THEMSELVES PRIOR TO DETERMINING THEIR FINAL POSITIONS AND 
PRIOR TO THE MEETING OF THE EC COUNCIL. RENNER 
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